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A Letter from Your Vicar... 

Worship on the move... 
 

One criticism sometimes levelled at the church is 

that we do not engage with ―real‖ issues. I think 

what people mean is that church leaders are not 

agreeing with their point of view! 
 

Christians engage best with real issues when they  

pray—what‘s the point of that, you might say; might it not be 

better to ―do‖ something instead.  That‘s missing the point.  

Engaging in prayer, real battling prayer, is something that does 

make a difference;  it changes society,  and it often changes the 

person doing the prayer too, and brings them to act! 
 

You might have been confused by the front cover—what is the 

Vicar doing in the middle of a field?  May 13th is Rogation 

Sunday—the word simply means ―ask‖, and is a good summary 

of prayer.  This year‘s Rogation Service begins at the top of 

Brinksway at 10:30am, and ends at Camelsdale Church.  We‘ll 

stop at several points on the way and pray for the needs of the 

community and the world.  Come and join us in prayer. 
 

One translation of Philippians 4:6 sums up prayer well:- 

―Don't fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and 

praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your 

concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God's wholeness, 

everything coming together for good, will come and settle you 

down. It's wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry 

at the centre of your life.‖ 
 

Your friend and Vicar, 
 

John 

 

Further details of Rogation and lots more besides on the church 

website  - www.stpandp.co.uk 
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Pentecost (27 May) 
 
Pentecost is the Jewish festival of Shavuot  or Feast of Weeks which 
took place at the beginning of the wheat harvest, the Latter Firstfruits.  
It was exactly 50 days after Passover, the time of Jesus‘ crucifixion.  
 
The feast day celebrated the Lord‘s blessing of the country‘s wheat 
harvest but that year it became one of the most important days in 
world history.  For Pentecost was the day that Jesus sent the Holy 
Spirit - the day the Church was born. 
 
Jesus had told his apostles that something big was going to happen, 
and that they were to wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of returning to 
Galilee.   Jesus had plans for his apostles – but he knew they could 
not do the work themselves – they would need his help. 
 
And so the apostles and disciples waited in Jerusalem, praying 
together for several days. And then on that morning there was 
suddenly the sound as of a mighty rushing wind.  Divided tongues as 
of fire appeared above their heads, and they began to praise God in 
many tongues – to the astonishment of those who heard them. The 
curse of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9) was dramatically reversed that day. 
 
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the apostles and 
disciples of  Jesus: and the Church was born.  The Christians were 
suddenly full of life and power, utterly different from their former 
fearful selves.  The change in them was permanent. 
 
Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian church that morning:  
proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah.  His boldness in the face of 
possible death was in marked contrast to the man who had denied 
Jesus 50 days before.   And 3,000 people responded, were 
converted,  and were baptised.  How‘s that for fast church growth! 
 
Of course Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had acted in 
this world.  All through the Old Testament there are accounts of how 
God‘s Spirit guided people and strengthened them.  But now, 
because of Christ‘s death and resurrection, he could INDWELL them.   
From now on, every Christian could have the confidence that Jesus 
was with them constantly, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
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The Church of England - what is it? 

 
An article by Dr H B McGonigle, Senior Lecturer at Nazarene 

Theological College, Manchester. 
 

The Church of England is the largest Christian denomination in 
England and is the Established Church of the country.  It is also the 
‗Mother Church‘ of the world-wide Anglican Communion which is 
composed of thirty-eight provinces and has a total membership of 
about 73 million.   
 
The word ‗Anglican‘ comes from the Latin ecclesia anglicana, 
meaning ‗the English Church.‘ The Church of England as it exists 
today emerged from the English Reformation in the early 16th 
century, but it prefers to trace its history to the arrival of Augustine in 
Kent in 597AD.  Augustine (d. 604) was a monk sent to England by 
Pope Gregory the Great.  His mission was two-fold; to convert the 
pagan tribes in England and to bring all English Christians under the 
jurisdiction of Rome.   
 
While there is no certain evidence as to when the Christian faith was 
first brought to England, or by whom, there is good evidence that it 
had arrived by at least 200AD.  Patrick, the Apostle of Ireland (c.389 
–461), had established the Celtic Church in Ireland by the 430s.  
Celtic missionaries took the Christian faith to the Scottish island of 
Iona and later to Lindisfarne, or Holy Island, off the north-east coast 
of England.   
 
By the time Augustine arrived in England in 597, the Celtic Church 
was well established.  Augustine set up his headquarters at 
Canterbury in Kent and became the first Archbishop of Canterbury.  
In 664, at the Synod of Whitby in Yorkshire, Celtic and Roman 
Christianity merged because Augustine‘s successors had the power 
and influence of the Roman Church behind them. 
 
It was during the reign of King Henry VIII that the Reformation arrived 
in England.  Henry, a devout Roman Catholic, wanted a ‗reformation‘ 
in the English Church to get rid of abuses but he did not want a 
Protestant ‗Reformation.‘ The writings of Martin Luther, the German 
Reformer, were burned in London in 1521 and King Henry was totally 
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opposed to all forms of Protestantism, whether it was Lutheranism, or 
Zwinglianism, or Calvinism or Anabaptism.  William Tyndale (1494 – 
1536) had to flee from England and seek protection on the Continent 
when he began his translation of the Bible into English.  He was 
finally tracked down and executed for the ‗crime‘ of translating 
Scripture.  The Reformation really began to take hold in England 
during the reign of Henry‘s son, Edward VI (1537-1553) and was 
finally and permanently established in the reign of Edward‘s half-
sister, Elizabeth I (1533-1603). 
 
From the time of Henry VIII, and down to the present, all English 
monarchs have had the title ‗Supreme Governor of the Church of 
England.‘ This makes the Church of England the Established Church 
in the country and explains why all coronations, royal weddings and 
funerals are conducted at Anglican cathedrals and never in non-
conformist or Roman Catholic churches.  It also explains why all 
England‘s kings and queens, from an Act of Settlement in 1701, must 
be of the Protestant faith and be a member of the Church of England.  
 
The Church of England regards itself as both Catholic and Reformed.  
The description ‗Catholic‘ does not mean Roman Catholic; rather it 
refers to a continuation of the true New Testament and Apostolic 
Church.  The adjective ‗Reformed‘ points to the Church of England 
holding the doctrines of the 16th century Reformation in opposition to 
the cardinal doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church.   
 
The doctrines of the Church of England are laid out in its Thirty-Nine 
Articles which were first published in 1553 as Forty-Two Articles.  
These Articles strongly and explicitly affirm Reformed Christianity. 
The other foundational formulae of the Church of England are the 
Homilies, a collection of doctrinal sermons published for the 
education of the clergy between 1547 and 1571, and the Book of 
Common Prayer, first issued in 1549.  The Catholic ethos of the 
Church of England is seen most clearly in the Anglo-Catholic wing of 
the Church while the Reformed emphasis is found in the Evangelical 
wing. 
 
The spiritual head of the Church of England is the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, currently the Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr 
Rowan Williams, appointed in 2002.  The Church of England‘s 
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administration includes the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands.  The 
Church of Ireland, the Scottish Episcopal Church and the Church in 
Wales, are independent Churches in the Anglican Communion.   
 
The Church of England is regulated by its legislative body, the 
General Synod.  The decisions made by the General Synod must 
have the approval of the British Parliament, the House of Commons.  
Following this approval these decisions must receive Royal Assent, 
after which they become part of the constitution of the Established 
Church.  The Rectors and Vicars of the Church of England are 
appointed by Patrons, who may be individuals or corporate bodies or 
Trusts.  Some appointments are in the control of the Crown.  One of 
the most influential Trusts that appoint parish ministers is the Simeon 
Trust, named after the Rev. Charles Simeon (1759-1836), who, for 
almost fifty-four years, was the very influential evangelical Vicar of 
Holy Trinity Church, Cambridge.  All Church of England parish 
ministers swear a royal Oath of Allegiance at their induction service.  

When the Spirit Came 
 
I denied him, 
Watched him die, 
Despaired, then dared to hope 
When Mary told of the tomb. 
Oh, yes he died, 
And oh, he rose again –  
My Jesus, 
Just as he said. 
 
I saw him, 
Ate with him 
Early in the morning  
That day on the shore. 
He spoke of following and 
feeding, 
He spoke of the Spirit, 
Of waiting and witnessing. 

 
 
And we did wait  
When he left us. 
We waited, in obedience this 
time, 
In Jerusalem, 
 
And the Spirit came. 
In wind and in words, 
In power and in praise, 
In  heavenly tongues of fire, 
And then we witnessed, 
Oh we witnessed to the world 
Of our Lord Jesus – 
When the Spirit came. 
 
        Daphne Kitching 
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Barnabas Slot 
 
It is a privilege to précis information coming from Barnabas 

Fund each month for insertion into the “Lantern”.    

PLEASE will someone else take on this role now?    

It is becoming increasingly important to protect the thousands 

of people vulnerable to cruel discrimination and persecutions:   

this can be helped very much by publicity and action.     We all 

need to be prayerfully aware of these issues.    Do get in touch 

with the Vicar or Church Wardens for further information.    

      Sylvia Rogoff. 

 
Barnabas Fund is focussing on a new campaign called ―The Other 
Nine‖ to raise awareness of the scale of the persecution of the 
Church around the world.   It is estimated that one in ten Christians 
live in an area where there is discrimination or oppression. While they 
are the 1/10, we are the other nine and the campaign calls on the 
church to care more and be informed. 
 
Meanwhile, Barnabas Fund is supporting 333 pastors and evangelists 
serving the Lord in Muslim-majority contexts, in 13 different countries.    
Their courage in continuing, while at risk, is only matched by their 
inventiveness to reach the unreached:  e.g. two go on public transport 
and one asks the other about the church in his village;  this soon 
draws in other people, some of whom follow up their interest. 

58 of these evangelists are in Chad, two of whom are working directly 
with people displaced by the conflict in Darfur, Sudan.   Another has 
had permission to show the ‗Jesus‘ film (in French) to 800 soldiers 
and others in a camp:  the next day he held a Sunday service and 
about 500 soldiers attended – the Gospel was explained and many 
made an initial response.   This evangelist asks for PRAYER for 
those who responded and also for the Commandant who gave 
permission for him to do this outreach. 

ALGERIA:  thank God that, so far, the strict laws, which came in last 
September are not being used against Christians in a significant way. 

GUINEA:  Barnabas Fund supports one evangelist in this West 
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African country.   He has held Bible conferences on the theme of 
‗Leadership and Integrity‘, inviting Government officials to attend.   He 
found the Muslim community ‗happy to see good examples of 
leadership in the Bible‘ and that they ‗realised for the first time the 
high standards of honesty in the Christian faith‘.   He asks for 
PRAYER for the local churches doing the follow up, that this will bear 
fruit in people‘s lives.   Pray also for his safety in travelling in difficult 
and dangerous conditions, to share the Gospel, and for his family in 
their new home. 

BANGLADESH:  One of the evangelists supported by Barnabas Fund 
here is gifted in Bible teaching;  his ministry involves an established 
church, a new church plant, and helping to supervise 30 outreach 
workers and 50 churches. 

UZBEKISTAN:  as mentioned in the April ‗Lantern‘, a man suffering a 
smear campaign, probably because he is very active in ministry, was 
on trial.   He was found guilty and given a 4-year deportation 
sentence.   He is appealing but is said not to be disheartened and is 
trusting in the Lord.   PRAY  for him and for his lawyer as they 
appeal.   The outcome could have serious implications for other 
Christian leaders in that country. 

There is increasing harassment of churches in Central Asia, including 
UZBEKISTAN, since the beginning of this year.   Examples are given.   
We are asked to PRAY that Christians in the area will have the 
discernment and wisdom concerning the issue of registration of their 
churches and courage to continue their worship. 

Pray particularly for Kazakhstan‘s proposed new Religion laws with 
new restrictions, banning all unregistered religious activity.   Pray  
that this law will not go through in its current form and that Christians 
will retain the right to worship in any sized group. 

VIETNAM (Hanoi):  a pastor and his wife were severely beaten and 
their home vandalised, apparently as part of a government crackdown 
on ‗dissidents‘ and those involved in human rights activities.   Pray 
that they recover from their injuries and that the Lord gives them 
strength to continue the work to which He has called them. 

INDIA:  a militant Hindu mob attacked a Pastor, accusing him of 
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forcibly converting villagers.   They took his sister, a doctor, captive 
briefly but her clinic has remained closed.   Pray for protection for this 
Pastor and his sister and that their work in the church and the clinic 
will continue. 

A Bible college was also attacked in Orissa state by militant Hindus.   
Six people were hospitalised from injuries sustained.   Pray that the 
injured will be healed of physical injuries and the trauma 
experienced;  that they will be aware of their Heavenly Father‘s 
presence and His eternal protection. 

In another state, land on which a chapel has stood for 30 years is 
threatened with confiscation.   Pray that the Christians of this village 
may peaceably work with the state officials to retain the land that is 
theirs. 

RIGHT  TO  JUSTICE CAMPAIGN  UPDATE: 

Final closure date is 30th April.    Currently there are 104,000 
signatures and these will be handed to the British Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office on 14

th
 May. 

PRAY for the meeting with the FCO and for constructive discussion to 
be achieved through it. 

PRAY for the handing in of the petition to the Australia, New Zealand 
and United States Governments. 

PRAY that the campaign will result in real change for the better for 
persecuted Christian minorities, that they will be given equal 
treatment with non-Christian majorities.   SR 

The 24/7  Week of Prayer -  Sun 6th to Sun 13th 
May 2007     

 

Once again the Rother Valley Churches Together will be holding a 
Week of Prayer for the local Community. Last year around 300 
people took up the challenge and came to pray, and there was a lot of 
positive feedback.  This year the week of prayer (24/7) will be start at 
6.00 p.m. on May 6th and last through ‗till 6.0 p.m. on May 13th .   
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This year’s Theme  will centre on The “I am” sayings of Jesus - I 
am the Light of the World, I am the Good Shepherd, I am the 
Vine, I am the Resurrection and the Life and so on. 
 
WHY should you and I get involved? For two main reasons. 
 
In society around us we face the powerful problems of materialism 
and spiritual apathy which infect our Western culture. If we are united 
with Christians from the other RVCT churches, prayer by all the 
Christians in the community for the community is bound to be more 
effective than if a few Christians pray and the majority ignore the 
invitation. Each one of us will make a difference. So don't leave it to 
others. Prayerfully consider if you should give one hour or more of 
your time that week, perhaps with someone else to share with you, in 
prayer for the local community. 
 
Second, we will be providing resources for different types of prayer, 
which will include things that stimulate the senses of Sight, Sound 
(CD/cassette player), Touch and Smell. So it will be an opportunity for 
each of us to learn new ways of praying, and anything that helps our 
prayer life to grow will be a blessing for us. 
 
Where will the prayer be held?  St. Anne's Hall in Midhurst will be the  
prayer room for the week. 
 
How will it be organised? We hope that each church will be able to 
offer to cover a slot in the week. Larger churches will be asked if they 
can cover a longer period than smaller churches. A list will go up at 
the back of church on which you can sign up for the hour (or several 
hours if you wish) that you are going to pray. 
 
"BUT I won't know what to pray about." Don't worry. There will be 
plenty of  material  for prayer available in the prayer room. 
 
Let's aim to make this such an effective week of prayer that we can 
see the results of God's blessings in our community, as well as in the 
lives of those who take part. 
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May Events 
 

 
1st  Camelsdale Christian Fellowship 
 
6th to 13th The 24/7 Week of Prayer 
  St Anne‘s Hall, Midhurst. 
   

6th  Bluebell Sunday at Mere Cottage and Covers, 
  Lynchmere 
  In aid of the Friends of St Peter‘s.  Gardens open  
  from 2.30pm to dusk - Bluebells, Teas and Cakes:   
  bring wellies for Bog Garden at Mere Cottage. 
 

7th  Lynchmere Parish Council Meeting 
  St. Michael‘s, 8pm. 
 
 

12th  Plant Sale & Coffee Morning 
  1 The Old Quarry, Camelsdale, 10.00 -12.00 
 

18th  Lynchmere Society Annual General   
  Meeting 
  Hardman Hoyle Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm 
 

 

 
Every Week: 
 

Wednesdays at 10am Little Humphrey’s Toddler Group  
 Camelsdale Hall Annexe 

 
Mondays at 7.15pm Youth Group (11-18’s) 
 Camelsdale Hall Annexe 
 

Sundays at 7 - 8:15pm Klub (8-11’s) 
 Camelsdale Hall Annexe  
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Church Services in May: 
 

6th 8.00am  Holy Communion St Peter’s Lynchmere 
 9.45am  Holy Communion St Peter’s Lynchmere 
 11.00am Holy Communion St Paul’s Camelsdale 
 
13th 8.00am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lynchmere 
 10.30am Rogation  - Worship on the Move, Starts at  
  Lynchmere Ridge, ends at St Paul’s Camelsdale 
         
17th 11.00am Ascension Day Communion St Paul’s   
   Camelsdale 
  
20th 8.00am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lynchmere 
 9:45am Discussion Service St Peter’s Lynchmere 
 11.00am Discussion Service St Paul’s Camelsdale 
 
27th 8.00am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lynchmere 
 9:45am Morning Prayer St Peter’s Lynchmere 
 11.00am Morning Prayer St Paul’s Camelsdale 
 
 
 
Information about services and facilities at both our churches can be 
found online at www.achurchnearyou.com: 
 
www.acny.org.uk/5043 for St Peter‘s Lynchmere 
www.acny.org.uk/4833 for St Paul‘s Camelsdale 
 
The church website is at www.stpandp.co.uk 
 
During the next few months at the main morning services we will be 
looking in depth at St Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians.  This 
letter gets to grips with what it means to be a church, and tackles 
many contemporary issues.  Don’t miss it! 
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Camelsdale Christian Fellowship 

Members of CCF were privileged to listen to the Rev. Bill Hitchmough 
when he addressed the meeting held on the 3rd April. The title of his 
talk was '800'. Naturally, we were perplexed at the title and Bill 
revealed the mystery. '800 beds' being the number of hospital beds 
necessary to warrant a chaplain. Bill was chaplain to Warrington 
Hospital, Cheshire, which had the required bed count. Bill related 
many incidents that arose during his time there. On commencing his 
first shift he asked if any member of the staff possessed a Bible only 
to discover that between the medical staff and maintenance staff the 
only person who had a Bible was a plumber.  
 
There was a problem with long-term patients in so far as daily routine 
became tiring and Bill was able to break the monotony with his 
encouraging chats he had with them.  
 
The hospital had two clergy who alternated day and night shifts and 
Bill was often called out during the night to help comfort very ill 
patients and bring them peace in their hour of need. One particular 
patient for whom doctors had done everything possible to heal him 
just did not seem to improve and Bill was asked to visit him. Bill 
encouraged the man to think he was feeling better and, lo and 
behold, he was out of hospital within a day or two, most probably a lot 
to do with the power of Prayer.  
 
There was a small chapel within the confine of the hospital that was 
visited by staff and patients. On one occasion Bill was asked, by one 
of the nurses, to conduct the baptism of a baby girl.  Bill agreed but 
the nurse indicated a problem with the baby's name . Curiously, Bill 
enquired what the name was to be 'Annette' he was told.  Well, he 
thought, no problem with that.  Come the day of the baptism Bill 
learned the full name of the baby 'Annette Curtain'  The parents didn't 
see anything amiss.  
 
Working amongst the sick and helping them recover, and seeing 
them leave hospital and going home healed, is a tremendous reward, 
feeling that one, with God's help, has helped in their recovery. 
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Members thanked Bill most sincerely for giving us an insight to his 
work as a servant of our Lord. 
   
Then followed a surprise for all members. For the past three or four 
months we have been praying for the return to health of Marjorie 
Dixon and as it was her Birthday Helen and the Committee members 
arranged a celebration party for her. There were fifteen people 
present, including our Vicar John and guest Bill, who formed a circle 
round the tables upon which were various pastries plus an elaborately 
decorated chocolate cake with just one candle in the centre for 
Marjorie to blow out. After a few attempts at blowing out the candle 
Marjorie succeeded and we all chorused the traditional birthday song 
'Happy Birthday to You'. Praise be to God for Marjorie's recovery.   
 
The next meeting is on 1st May.  Come and join us, you will not be 
disappointed.  Contact: Helen Wright on 654857 

Thank you so much! 

The Hastie family networks wish to say how much we appreciate the 
love and support shown to us over our recent bereavement. 

The lovely comments made about Mary/Connie Hastie show how 
highly she came to be regarded over the forty or so years she has 
lived in this area and steadfastly served and worshipped at St. Paul‘s.   
She strived to live by Jesus‘ example – ―Love one another, as I have 
loved you‖ – and so should we! 

With our blessings, 

Robin and Annette Hastie, Paul and Sylvia, Jonathan, Simon, Clair 
and Rose Rogoff. 

Contributions to Lantern Invited 

Please feel free to contribute articles, news, reviews etc for future 

editions - they will be warmly welcomed.  You can either e-mail them 

to me at  lanterneditor@btinternet.com, or if you do not have access 

to a computer then you can get them to me via the Vicar.    

      Editor. 
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Light and Hope in Dark Times 

THE House of Light and Hope (Beit-el-Nour) 
provided shelter to refugees at two of its centres 
during the Lebanon-Israeli conflict in August last 
year.  As the long recovery process begins, the 
Centre will continue its work with young adults, as 
well as providing additional care for those caught 

up in the trauma of war. 

Ninety-eight families, both Muslim and Christian, were sheltered at an 
orphanage in the mountains on the outskirts of Beirut and a girl‘s 
centre in the city suburbs.  The Centre provided for the basic needs of 
many of these families who fled from their homes with few or no 
possessions.  They received clothes, food, mattresses, nappies, 
cleaning equipment and medicines, many were paid through a gift of 

£5000 from BibleLands. 

The President of the House of Light and Hope, the Greek-Melkite 
Catholic Archbishop of Tyre, Georges Bacouni, also sheltered around 
400 refugees in his bishopric in Tyre.  When Tyre became a 
particularly dangerous area, he accompanied the displaced families 
to Beirut.  Staff at the House helped him find shelter for these 
refugees and also to provide food and medicine for some of the 
children. 

In the aftermath of the conflict the Beit el Nour Centre‘s work is 
focussed once again on the broken youth of Lebanon.  Director 
Robert Carnache is concerned for what he describes as a ―new 
category or generation of broken youth to show up after what 
happened to the country, but it is still early to assess” 
 
BibleLands is an independent UK based Christian charity serving the 
needs of the poor, vulnerable and disadvantaged in the lands of the 
Bible, regardless of their faith or nationality.  We work in partnership 
with local Christians. 
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The  Good Friday Walk 

In perfect, almost summer weather, about forty people and three dogs 

assembled at St. Peter's. We walked along the Green and then on 

the Common, down the timber track to Danley Farm.  There we 

viewed one of the new initiatives of the Lynchmere Society, or rather 

of Mark Allery; the new hazel coppice.  In days gone by, most of the 

woods in the Weald below the church would have been hazel 

coppice, the object being to keep the furnaces of the two iron mills at 

North Park and Pophole going. Both needed plenteous supplies so 

that they never went out over some two hundred years. We also saw 

Mark's charcoal plant at  the bottom of the recently cleared 'ride'. This 

has been cut by students from Merrist Wood, the University of Surrey 

College specializing in countryside skills. It is part of the 'Serpent 

Trail' now connecting the areas of lowland heath in the Chichester 

District. Although there is a trail you can walk, the primary object is to 

help the flow of birds, beasts and bugs between them. . (Mark was 

unable to be with us as he was demonstrating his skills at Singleton 

Open Air Museum). 

On then down Danley Bottom to look at the two ponds, these have 

been cleared over the last five years or so having been silted up since 

the end of WWII. We walked up the ridge by Lower Brookham to the 

top of the ride and then had tea in the clearing with convenient tree 

stumps near the timber stack to sit on.  This was the time to 

contemplate the enormous change over the last ten years.  When we 

took over, this was wooded with Scots fir; it is now clear with heather  

well advanced, fully justifying the various grants we have obtained.  

After tea, a distant look at Stanley Farm and down the steep slope to 

Poison Copse. When he was young, in his holidays  John Hooker 

sometimes helped Arch 'Squeaker' West, one of the old woodmen. 

John said that the Copse was silent with never the sound of a bird. 

However, the birds must have recovered as they were there in plenty 

this time. Birdsong gave way to the bleating of lambs as we threaded 

through an extensive flock of ewes and lambs back up to the Green 

and to St. Peter's for Evensong; the end of a perfect day.      MT 
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Lynchmere Parish Council  

Election of Parish Councillors 

There will be no Parish Council Election on the 3rd May 2007 as the 
seats available have not been contested. However an election will still 
be held to select Councillors to serve on the District Council. 

Details of the new Parish Council will be made available in the next 
newsletter. 

Web Site 

Lynchmere Parish Council is joining the 21st Century and within the 
next few months will have its own web site. Details will be made 
available as soon as possible. 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Neighbourhood Watch is a partnership where people come together 
to make their communities safer. It involves the Police, Community 
Safety departments of the local authorities, other voluntary 
organizations and, above all, individuals and families who want to 
make their neighbourhoods better places to live. It aims to help 
people protect themselves and their properties and to reduce the fear 
of crime by means of improved home security, greater vigilance, and 
accurate reporting of suspicious incidents to the police and by 
fostering a community spirit. 

If you would like to be part of a Neighbourhood Watch scheme 
contact Phil Marten at Chichester Police Station on 01243 520347. 
He will give you further information or will put you in contact with the 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator of an established scheme. 

Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting is at 8.00pm on Tuesday, 7th May 2007 
at St. Michaels Hall, Hammer. 
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Epitaphs found on headstones in England and 
across the world 

In London: 
Here lies Ann Mann 
Who lived an old maid 
But died an old Mann. 
  
In Hartscombe, England: 
On the 22nd of June 
Jonathan Fiddle 
Went out of tune. 
  
In Wimborne, England: 
John Penny 
Reader if cash thou art in want of any 
Dig four feet deep and thou wilt find a penny. 
  
In Ruidoso, New Mexico: 
Here lies Johnny Yeast 
Pardon me for not rising. 
  
In Uniontown, Pennsylvania: 
Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake 
Stepped on the gas 
Instead of the brake. 
  
In Silver City, Nevada: 
Here lies Butch 
We planted him raw 
He was quick on the trigger 
But slow on the draw. 
  
In Tombstone, Arizona: 
Here lies Lester Moore 
Four slugs from a .44 
No Les, no More. 
  
In Thurmont, Maryland: 
Here lies an Atheist 
All dressed up, and no place to go. 



 

Page 20      Issue 55 - May  2007 

 

Camelsdale Gardening Club 
 

Jim Bucland, from West Dean Gardens, was last month‘s speaker.  

His slides of the Gardens showed us all the many tasks that take 

place during the year, from pruning and painting in the winter months, 

seed sowing in the spring, bulb planting and re-designing in the 

autumn. 

 

We now take a break until our autumn show in September. During the 

summer months we have our coach outings to gardens and country 

houses.  If anybody would like to join us they would be very welcome.  

The outings are as follows, all dates on Saturdays: 

7th July  Batemans, East Sussex  £13.00 

11th August  Capel Manor, Middlesex  £14.00 

15th September Cliveden Gardens, Bucks  £13.00 

20th October  Emmetts Gardens, Kent  £13.00 

 Please contact Mrs Craig Hooker on (01428) 642526 for details. 

Durufle Requiem 

Fernhurst Choral Society conducted by Giles White will sing 
the Requiem Mass composed by Maurice Durufle on Saturday, 
19th May at 7.30 p.m. in St. Mary‘s Church, Petworth. The fine 
young soloists are Charlotte Denham, mezzo soprano, Simon 
Whitelea, baritone with Richard Pearce playing the organ. 

Fernhurst Choral has 90 members coming mainly from the 
many villages and parishes in West Sussex. In addition to 
Durufle‘s Requiem, the choir will be singing other sacred music 
by Allegri, Bruckner and Rachmaninov. Tickets at £10 may be 
bought from a choir member, Sidney Brown: 651683 or Ray 
Perkins: 644139, Fernhurst Post Office or on the door. 
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Maud Hardman-Hoyle Memorial Hall 

I would like to thank everyone who so very generously supported the 

50/50 auction and the extremely enjoyable fish & chip quiz evening 

held last month. 

 

These two events have raised almost £1,500 towards the cost of the 

Toilet for the disabled.  The next event is the Plant Sale & Coffee 

Morning (see below).        

Plant Sale & Coffee Morning 
 

at 
 

1, THE OLD QUARRY, CAMELSDALE 
ON SATURDAY 12TH MAY, FROM 10.00 TO 12.00. 

 
DONATIONS OF PLANTS & RAFFLE PRIZES 

GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED. 
 

CALL CRAIG ON 642526 WITH YOUR OFFERS - 
COLLECTION AVAILABLE. 

Hammer Vale Women’s Institute 

LADIES - Why not join us, the WI?   

 

The WI?  What jam and Jerusalem?  A talk on King Charles II‘s 

mistresses?  Sounds interesting ….. WHAT BELLY DANCING?  

Mackerel fishing?  The WI? 

 

Well, why don‘t you come along on the third Thursday in the month to 

St. Michael‘s Church at 2 p.m. and find out.  You might be surprised.  

However, please ring 01428 653322 first as we do sometimes go out 

for the day.  Look forward to seeing you. 
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Friends of St Peter’s 
Bluebell Sunday 

 

Sunday 6
th

 May 2007 

From 2.30 pm to Dusk 
 

This year two gardens for the price of 
one! 

 

Mary and Julian Biggs are once again kindly opening 
their garden at Mere Cottage, Lynchmere, and this year 
Boo Parker has invited all to visit her garden at Covers, 
just opposite Mere Cottage, halfway down Lynchmere 
Hill. 

Teas and Cakes at Mere Cottage – Glorious Bluebells – 
Bog Garden - Lynchmere‘s own ‗mini Heligan‘. 
 
Proceeds to Friends of St. Peter‘s Fund for the fabric of 
the Church.  Entry £2.50 to include tea - children free - 
bring wellies for the bog garden. 
 
Mere Cottage and Covers are halfway down Lynchmere 
Hill below the Church.  Limited parking in driveway 
(disabled only) – at Covers opposite and in the field 
below house. 
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The Lynchmere Society 

Volunteer Days  All are welcome 
 
Sundays 6th and 20th May from 10 0'clock onwards. Meet by the 
Lynchmere Society Board on the road to Lynchmere church. Bring your 
gardening gloves! 

Come when you like and stay for as long as you want.  

The Society Annual General Meeting is on Friday 18th May at 7.30pm for 
8.00pm in the Hardman Hoyle Hall. All are welcome to come and hear what 
the Society is doing and what we hope to do in the future. There will be an 
illustrated talk by Mark Allery on the Trees of the Commons and their uses.   

Any queries ring Hilary Adair 01428 643219. 

Sugar Puffs helps buy bee hives for Africa 
 
Sugar Puffs, with the help of the Honey Monster, has joined forces 
with Hives Save Lives to launch Hive Action, a campaign which aims 
to raise funds for 5,000 hives to be made and distributed in Africa. 
 
Central to the campaign is the dedicated website 
www.hiveaction.co.uk. This encourages participation by providing 
‗FUNraising‘ packs with fun ideas that enable children to learn and 
fundraise at the same time.  
 
Children can register as a ‗honey hero‘ and receive a Hive Action 
welcome pack, and every registration on the site generates 5p for 
Hives Save Lives. It is hoped that as the campaign progresses, it will 
be possible to link schools in the UK with schools in Uganda to 
provide a sustainable learning experience. 
 
For more information, visit:  www.hiveaction.co.uk. 
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Mouse Hole 


