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Take a look inside!   

Lantern is a parish and community newsletter for 

Hammer, Hammer Hill, Camelsdale and Lynchmere. 

Lantern 

March 2008      

Council holds road safety/

crossing  meeting ð 

see page 15 for the latest news  

Full details of Good Friday 

and Easter services ðsee 

pages 8, 12, 13, 17 and 24  

Just what was happening 

down at the Disco?  

School, Youth and 

Childrenôs newsðsee 

pages 9, 17, 20 and 23  
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The Vicar Revd. John Musson 642983 
Churchwardens Lynchmere - Michael Tibbs  643120 
 - Paul Bailey  652052 
 Camelsdale - Peter May 643901 
  - Laurie Crockford 658645 
Lay Reader Helen Musson 642983 
Camelsdale Brownies Kim Kilby 652901 
Camelsdale Cubs    Rachel Taylor    07702 180099 
Camelsdale Rainbows   Sylvia Keen  651998 
Camelsdale Scouts   Peter Callender  644519  
Pegasus Explorer Scouts  Dave Campbell  722070 
Camelsdale Church Hall    Ann Ellis   643359 
Camelsdale Christian Fellowship Helen Wright  654857 
Camelsdale Gardening Club  Craig Hooker  642526 
Camelsdale Millers FC   Steve Wilson  656897      
Camelsdale Petanque Club  Peter May  643901 
Camelsdale Playgroup (8.30-12 M-F) Fiona Broderick  643495 
Camelsdale School   Office   642177 
Friends of St Peters   Patrick Crosthwaite 722343 
Hammer Vale WI   Maureen Blandy 653322 
Hardman Hoyle Hall, Hammer  Craig Hooker  642526 
Lantern Editor    Stephen Reynolds 656878 
Little Humphrey Toddler Group  Caroline Fox  642846 
Lynchmere Cricket Club  David Hains  727655 
Lynchmere Parish Council  David Bleach  661150 
Lynchmere & Hammer Social Club Vi Edwards  654036 
Lynchmere Society   Michael Shaw  643406 
Neighbourhood Watch   Sandie Moore  724804 
Scout Hut Secretary   Rita Clayton  653823        
St Michaelôs Hammer   Bill and Jo Petter 651446 
TCC Hammer Booking Contact  Charles Scott  653011 
Youth Group    Rebecca Bailey   07769793861 
Sussex Police non-emergency line              0845 60 70 999 

Lantern is a Christian publication prepared and financed by St Peterôs Lynchmere and 

St Paulôs Camelsdale as both a church and a community resource. 

 

Contact details: Telephone: 07977 998 779 or 01428 656878 (please leave a 

 message) 

 Address: Lantern, c/o The Vicarage, School Road,   

 Camelsdale, GU27 3RN 

 

Copy date for the April edition is Sunday March 16th  

Useful Names and Numbers 
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ourselves, our role within the world and the plans that God has for us. 

Open Doors: A group of ladies in Midhurst have a heart for the marginalised 
young people of the town. So on Wednesday nights we provide a safe place 
for them to drop in and just be themselves. 

Virtual events: our Central Youth Worship night is called Virtual. We did one 
for Christmas and it was a fantastic night that the young people enjoyed, and 
so we are now doing them on a quarterly basis with a view to it becoming 
monthly. It has three parts: Fun, Worship and relevant teaching. The next 
one is on March 16th at 7.30-9 p.m. at Easebourne Refectory. 

Schools: So far I have done 6 Assemblies, one Harvest service and helped 
with the Carol services. All of which have been well received. 

Plea and prayers  

At the moment we have just enough volunteers to get by to make things run 
and this puts pressure on most of the groups. Please would you prayerfully 
consider being part of the youth groups. There are a variety of roles that can 
be done and training can be provided. Is God calling you to work with young 
people? 

In the near future I would like to do some street work but I require help since 
with our present child protection issues I can not do this alone. It is an 
exciting but challenging work and if God is calling you to this work then you 
can expect that he will equip you in every way and I too will give training. 
Also, do you know of any young people who you could invite? If so invite 
them and please let me know. 

Finally please, please do pray. This project sinks or swims on prayer 
because we need God to be the centre of this work. 

Blessings Jonathan 
Youthmissioner@googlemail.com 

The Lynchmereans St Valentine Disco  

Took place in the Hall on Sunday 17th February. Once again Jack 
Foster and his assistant Lee, provided continuous entertainment. for 
thirty one Lynchmereans with their guests; (actually as everyone was 
continually on the move it was difficult to count them). Musical Chairs, 
Sleeping Lions and Statues organised by Frederick, Lucy and Fiona 
were fiercely contested. We are very grateful to them, to Jack and 
Lee and the five brave adults who attended, including Jonathan 
Moores the Deanery Youth Missioner.   M.T. 
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 - Deed, in that young people need to see the Gospel lived out. 
 - Sign, in that we expect God to confirm his Gospel with signs and wonders. 

Schools Work  

We are looking to be a servant of schools to meet their perceived needs, 
possibly through assemblies, lesson participation, mentoring, etc.  I 
recognise that Schools are not the place for mission as has been described 
above. It is a market place for ideas to help young people grapple with 
issues of spirituality. Thus, this part of the work is about being positive about 
how Christianity can add to the education aims and objectives. Presenting 
Christianity in a positive way to students and staff that fits within the schools 
vision and values. 

How do we achieve it?  

Primarily we need to have a Deanery view of the work, and secondly, we 
need Volunteers who are willing to share our values. It stands and falls with 
these two points. Without volunteers we can not do anything and unless we 
think bigger than the parish again it will struggle. Training is available for 
volunteers. Also we need: 

Faith - That God is at work 
Prayer - To ask and receive everything that God has for the project 
Resources- Finance, time, materials. 

This has worked in other places. It up to us to partner with God to make it 
work here. 

Activities  

Pilgrims Point: Last September we launched a youth group to serve the 
south east area of the Deanery, realise that is Midhurst and surrounding 
hamlets. It has three values: Fun, Friendship and Faith. We aim to have a lot 
of fun. We aim to be community and build strong friendships and we aim to 
find out how awesome Jesus is and realise more of his transforming power 
in our lives. 

H2O: This is the 3rd Sunday morning work that happens at Easebourne. 
Primarily to look at faith in a way relevant way to young people, as well as 
having lots of fun. 

Rock Solid: The youth group is a church run group for year 7 and above in 
Camelsdale. We meet up to play games, eat loads of biscuits and look at 
how the bible relates to all our busy life in/with school/friends/parents/
troubles. We also raise money for charity, do work for fair trade and go on 
trips to the cinema, bowling and out for pizza. We aim to find out more about 
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A Letter from Your Vicar... 
 

Cross...or crossing? 

 

Last year when there was a suggestion that 

houses might be built on Camesdale Rec this 

Magazine was criticised for not making a bigger  

issue of it.  As it turned out, the threat seemed to 

have been exaggerated, but the current edition faces a similar 

dilemma. 

 

Road safety in the community has been a concern for a long 

time, and it is also Good Friday and Easter!  Which do I comment 

on?  The events that lie at the centre of the Christian Faith, or an 

important local issue which has wide ranging implications, and 

already some disagreement about the right outcome? 

 

How to see the cross(ing)  lies at the centre of both!  Good Friday 

and Easter day, the bleakest moment of human history and the 

greatest moment of Godôs victory, either side of a weekend are 

events to be commemorated and celebrated, and I hope all of 

Christian conviction will find some time at the end of March to 

worship the Risen Lord Jesus.  Keeping people safe is equally 

important, and I hope all concerned residents will come along to 

Camelsdale school on Tuesday 25th March at 7:30pm and give 

your views.  Christians live in a both/and economy, not an either/

or...and the life, death and resurrection of Jesus is where we see 

that really come to focus. 

 

Easter Blessings!  The Lord is Risen-He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

 

Your friend and Vicar, John 
 
 

www.stpandp.co.uk 
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Aiming high at Talitha Kumi School, 
Bethlehem  

 
Schools in Palestine have experienced a challenging 
year, dealing not only with the 
ongoing political situation but also a series of teachersô 

strikes that affected a vast number of children across the state. Many 
students had to be relocated to schools that remained open, causing 
a further complication to those schools already adversely affected by 
travel restrictions. Thankfully, despite these drawbacks, Talitha Kumi 
School, in Bethlehem, was able to continue its normal classes, 
offering students an all-round education and ways to cope with the 
challenges of everyday life. 
 
All the students at Talitha Kumi face daily traumas, not only with 
travel restrictions but also simply living in an area of such tension. 
Travel to and from the School has become worse for those who 
usually come from Jerusalem or the nearby Palestinian villages 
located on the other side of the Separation Wall. This is where 
excursions have a major part to play in the Schoolôs calendar and 
many of the students enjoyed time away in the relaxed and green 
northern part of Israel during the autumn. Unfortunately, there were 
those unable to make the trip, as some students and teachers could 
not obtain permits necessary to enter Israel. 
 
Undaunted, staff at the School continued to hold the usual events and 
celebrations of the spring, including Mothersô Day, Open Day and a 
variety of reading and other competitions. There were also visits from 
a number of distinguished guests from the fields of education, 
government and the Church. 
 
As a testimony to the academic standards of the School, Headmaster 
George Durr proudly announced that two of Talitha Kumiôs former 
students have just been promoted to senior 
positions. One has been appointed as Head of the Caritas Baby 
Hospital in Bethlehem and the other as the Minister of Tourism. While 
upholding these high standards, students are also encouraged to take 
part in art and musical activities. Some students are using their 
talents and play musical instruments. Others have been able to take 
up the exciting opportunity to work with local artists to help paint 
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that is relevant to their world.ô 

This will have three prongs: Youth Church; Mission; Schools Work. 

Youth Church  

The youth Church will in time exist at two levels: Deanery and local. 

To form local units the Deanery has been split into rough quarters: 

North East zone: Fernhurst, Camelsdale-Linchmere. 
North West zone: Lynch-Milland, Evangelicals. 
South East zone: Woolbeding, Midhurst, Easeborne, West Lavington, 
Cocking, Heyshott, Bepton, Iping, Stedham, Methodists, Lodsworth, Selham. 
South West zone: South Harting, Congregationalists, Elsted, Didling,  
Rogate, Trotton, Terwick, Chithurst. 

These are not absolutes but flexible units. There is ñno you must go to 
events in this area if you live in itò. The boundaries are totally perforated. 

Then in time we expect to bring the groups together monthly for a central 
celebration.  All these must be: 

 - Life affirming in that it embraces a holistic spirituality; 
 - Relevant in that it communicates in the forms of youth culture; 
 - Authentic community, in that they experience faith on a journey with 
others, sharing highs and lows together; 
 - Led by equipped leaders, that have a good grasp of their faith and are 
equipped to interact with young people; 
 - Empowering. We look to help young people realise their gifts and allow 
them to shape the community and mission. 
 
Part of this will involve exposing young people to what a youth Church looks 
like, through going along to things like Souls Survivor,  a very successful 
youth Church, and on retreats. 

Mission  

The strategy we have been working with is to begin with what young people 
we have in the Church, but with a desire to reach out beyond the borders of 
the Church in mission; and to do it more intentionally as time goes on. 

I envisage that mission will be through the three prongs of: Word, Deed and 
Sign. 

 - Word in that young people need to hear what the Gospel is and be given 
an opportunity to respond. 
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Youth Missioner update 2008  

Greetings one and all. I hope the new year is finding you well. I am almost 
half way through my contract and things have been going well, if  a little 
slower that I had anticipated. Often people will tell me that I have an 
impossible task but it reminds me of what a speaker once shared during 
some of my training: ñIf what you are doing is not impossible then donôt do 
itò. He said this because he realised that we serve a God of the impossible 
and he calls his servants to do the impossible so that he alone gets the glory 
and not man. God is going to do the impossible in this Deanery of Midhurst. I 
firmly believe this and it drives me on to achieve everything that Jesus has in 
store for these young people. Will you join with me in faith and prayer to call 
down to earth Gods will from Heaven, as we do every Sunday in the Lordôs 
Prayer, because God is at work among young people. 

First of all, I would like to thank all of you who have been supporting my role 
financially, prayerfully and practically. It is greatly appreciated and has 
enabled the Gospel to be shared in different ways to over 500 young people, 
with regular contact with over 30 young people. 

Also, I would like to thank all those who came out on different Thursday 
nights to my Vision nights over the Autumn. I hope to share a little of the 
vision in this letter and also a bit of what I have been doing. 

The Vision  

The core vision of the project is:  "We are not trying to fill our churches with 
Young People but to fill our Young People with God." We are, in outreach, 
creating a place where young people feel safe to explore faith, not 
necessarily a place were we feel safe. Thus Church is being formed around 
Jesus but in terms of young peopleôs culture. We are attempting to fashion a 
fresh expression of Church and cultivate dynamic owned faith in young 
people. 

Who is the project aimed at?  

Ideally at 13+, but there is a need to bridge the gap from the Children's work 
that already happens in the Deanery. Presently we donôt have the human 
resources to split the work into pre teens and teens, as would be preferable, 
so we have to look at an 11+ model. 

What do we want to achieve ?  

I want to challenge the tide of society among young people with the hope of 

the Gospel. Primarily to achieve: óYoung people with a dynamic 
vibrant faith that they own and understand for themselves, and for this 
to be expressed in an equally dynamic and vibrant faith community, 
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murals in the School. 
 
Yet despite all the positive activities, other worries are never far away, 
as George Durr explains: ñThese are the happy events that make us, 
at least temporarily, forget the outer conditions. But we certainly 
cannot forget the difficult financial conditions under which many 
parents live.ò He goes on to say: ñTalitha can only exist through 
the support of our friends and sponsors. Without your financial 
support and assistance we could never manage to run the 
School. Without your support and help, there wouldnôt have 
been any future prospects for many people here, especially for 
the Christians.ò 
 
BibleLands 24 hour direct donation line: 01494 897969. Registered 
charity: 1076329 

Barnabas Slot  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

 

ARABIC TV PROGRAMMES - The Christian organisation making 

these programmes and for a grant for new equipment to enable the 

work to continue. 

 

INDONESIA - Christians in the Indonesian armed forces who face 

increased hostility and victimisation. 

 

NORTH KOREA - That there will be a change for the better in the 

treatment of Christians. 

 

MIDDLE EAST, PARTICULARLY IRAN - When there is war in this 

region, Christian minorities suffer.  Pray that they will not be alarmed 

(Matt 24.6), for the Lord to be in control and that His purpose for His 

people be fulfilled and especially for the Iranian couple obliged to 

marry under Islamic Law who, despite being Christian, were 

considered to have been converted to Christianity and therefore 

punished. 
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INDIAN EVANGELISTS - That the murder of Ajay Topno in Sahoda 
village will be fruitful for the Kingdom of God.  And also for the healing 
of Ravi Kumar attacked for holding a Christian meeting and for his 
attackers. 
 
For the five Christian women full-time ministers attacked near Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh State, by Hindu activists that they may be fully 
healed.  And for the end of attacks on Christians whether by outright 
violence of by trying to use the law against them. 
 
For all Christian workers who are attacked every week usually by 
Hindu extremists.  And that the testimony of Vipin Mandloi shot dead 
in Aamkut village, will continue to bear fruit as those who had known 
him remember the words he spoke when alive. 
 
NIGERIA - To mourn for the two young Christian men murdered in 
Kaduna City last October and that through the Lord they will find 
comfort and be able to forgive the killers.  Also that Nigerian 
Christians  will have grace to resist temptation to retaliate when so 
often attacked. 
 
GAZA - Rami Ayyad, manager of the Bible Society bookshop was 
kidnapped and murdered last October.  PRAY that good will 
somehow come out of this, the first known martyrdom in Gaza in 
recent times. 
 
HOLY LAND - For the protection of Christians in all parts of the Holy 
Land - they are a vulnerable minority. 
 
INDONESIA - for Christians affected by the latest disaster, especially 
those discriminated against. 
 
UZBEKISTAN - That the Religious Affairs Committee considering the 
present laws will be guided towards allowing greater freedom to 
practise and share the faith of their choice. 
 
CARIBBEAN ISLAND OF ST. MARTIN - Pray with the Christians of 
St. Martin for a strong and vibrant Church in the Caribbean, which is 
alert and wise to the Islamisation efforts of some Muslim groups. 
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 put there for a purpose; "You have been chosen" (Book of Esther). We 

cannot put the clock back; things have to change and we have to cope 

with fewer clergy; though Sussex is served better than most dioceses, 

this will also change. We must face it. God has placed us where we are 

for the sake of his Word. 

 

Then on to The future for the Midhurst Deanery. We must share ideas, 

we have to face up to the fact that the diocese has lost 28 priests in the 

last five years and that we are likely to lose another 25 in the next five 

years. We have to consider how effectively the remaining incumbents 

can be used. Within the Deanery, West Lavington church will be closed 

this year; the congregation has declined to a point where the church is 

no longer viable. A meeting was held in the church that was absolutely 

packed with protesting parishioners; but too late, a practical example of 

'use it or lose it'; if they had used it would not have closed.  On the 

financial side, the Deanery is subsidised by the Diocese of 9% of our 

costs, in three years time, a full time incumbent will cost £60,000 a 

year; this includes stipend, pension, housing, council tax and expenses. 

Assuming a parish is now balancing its income and expenditure (in 

Lynchmere we do not); it must increase its income by at least 2% per 

year. 

 

Before a short closing benediction we were entertained to excellent 

lunch.  What did I learn? That the problems we face, including finance 

and upkeep of our buildings is shared by nearly all parishes and I am 

sure we can learn from each other. We all seem to be well occupied but 

that the general feeling was that the joys of being a  churchwarden 

outweigh anything else. We will have to tackle these questions in our 

Christian Stewardship this year.  It seems to me that in Lynchmere we 

must increase our giving not by 2% but at least another 20%, however 

we must remember that Stewardship is not just about money. 

 

Finally - A PCC discussion about a leak in a church with water pouring 

through the roof. Proposal; that the PCC reserves should be used to 

repair the leak. Objection from one member "This money should be 

kept for a rainy day".                                    M.T. 
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The Church Wardens and Incumbents Meeting - 

Saturday, 2nd February 2008  

This was a new venture by our Rural Dean. It was attended by six 

Vicars/Rectors/Priests in Charge from Harting with Elstead, Treyford 

and Didling: Linch with Milland; Midhurst with Woolbeding, Stedham 

with Iping; Rogate with Terick and Trotton with Chithurst; Lynchmere 

and Camelsdale. They were joined by 32 Churchwardens. 

  

The proceedings began with a short opening worship, followed by 

The Experience of being a Churchwarden. Anthony Halbert, of Linch 

asked us all to contribute our experiences which he recorded on a flip 

sheet. People were not at all backwards in coming forward and by 

Coffee time, two sheets had been filled up. We then went on to 

Challenges ahead. This filled up another sheet and a half. The 

interesting thing was that money only raised its head in Challenges 

and not at all in experiences. Church wardens are very conscious of 

the privilege they have of representing the congregation, they 

probably have their ears nearer to the ground and can put its views to 

the Vicar. In return the clergy appreciate their wardens' help. 

Many have problems in balancing tradition with changes in new 

patterns of worship. How do we deal with 'old bufferitis'? There  

needs to be a balance between tradition, tasks and vision. 

Churchwardens can often do this in simple ways, one described a 

visiting priest at Sea Sunday; at the beginning of the service there 

was muttering from the congregation "Why are we not having 'Eternal 

Father" whispered conversations between the churchwarden and the 

organist and then the priest. As the result, at the last moment, 

"Retiring Hymn Eternal Father" was announced Situation saved! 

 

We moved on to  Overview from Martin Lane, Rector of Harting and 

Rural Dean. This began with a video of the speech by our Bishop of 

Horsham at 'Revitalising the Vision' in Brighton last year. How did we 

become Churchwardens, because we volunteered? Had our arms 

twisted? No-one else would do it? Whatever the reason, we should 

remember that we and our Vicars were called in some way by God; 
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PAKISTAN - That the liberties enshrined in the current constitution 
and laws will be preserved and for the protection of Christians and 
other vulnerable groups in North West Frontier Province where 
sharriôa is already in use. 
 
For the 15 Christian writers who attended a writing workshop in 
October, that they will be guided and enabled in their work of 
producing Christian materials to help others. 
 
For the full healing of a Christian girl, Razia, who was abducted, 
raped repeatedly and forced to convert to Islam and that she may find 
strength and comfort in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
AZERBAIJAN - For the jailed church leader that the Lord will work out 
His purposes in the midst of terrible disappointment for him, his family 
and the church. 
 
SOUTH SUDAN - For Christians in positions of political power in this 
country and that they will be guided to bring freedom, stability and 
lasting peace to this troubled country. 
 
For those who mourn for the children killed in the grenade attack on a 
church meeting in Khorfulus and complete healing of the injured.  
Praise God for the tremendous church growth which occurred during 
the years of civil war, and pray for Sudanes Christians to have grace 
to forgive and love those former enemies and that it is a powerful 
example to others, and for the wisdom of church leaders to help 
church members recover from all the trauma they have suffered, and 
deal with the continuing anti-Christian violence.  Pray that those in the 
church-run teacher training courses (to which Barnabas contributes) 
will remember all they learn and especially for those trained to train 
others. 
 
CHINA - That the Chinese authorities will no longer see Christians as 
a threat, but recognise their value as citizens who have a positive 
effect on society.  Pray for the successful appeal of Liu Huiwen 
against his prison sentence on a charge of insulting Islam:  the police 
officer, prosecutor and judge in the case all being Muslims:  his 
appeal is on this basis.  
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Camelsdale Gardening Club  

The speaker at our next meeting on Wednesday, March 19th, will be 

Ray Broughton whose subject is ñPlants of Distinctionò. 

 

We meet on the third Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the 

Camelsdale Church Hall in School Road (adjacent to the school).  

New members are always made very welcome.  For more information 

please call Mrs Craig Hooker on 01428 642526.  
 

Lynchmere Society Volunteer Days  

 
9 March   Lynchmere Common. Meet at the gate on the Hammer Hill 
road from the B2131 to Lynchmere Green (SU311877) Organiser 
Hilary Adair (01428 643219). 
 
30 March Meet at the Lynchmere Society board on the road from the 
B2131 to Lynchmere Green (SU315864) Organiser Judy Rous 
(01428 723251). 

The Good Friday Walk, 21st March  

 

Assemble at St. Peter's 2.15 for moving off at 2.30.We will walk up to 

Stanley Common where Hilary will show us the recent work done by 

the Lynchmere Society. We will then follow the right of way through 

Stanley Farm and have tea (don't forget to bring it), at the top of the 

leith where the old beech tree used to be. Then down to the bottom 

and back along the 'coach road', up Lynchmere hill for Evensong in 

the church between 5 and 5.30pm. Well behaved dogs on leads are 

welcome... 
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It will take place between 7.30 and 9pm  and will be at the Easebourne 
Refectory. 

It is for Young People aged 11+.  

If you would like further details please ring me on 01730 817551. 

Blessings Jonathan. 


